there is a multipage menu of alternative accounts on the interface of politics and economics. Journalism that is informed by such literatures would and limits of his intended economics as political narrative.
As a reporter at the New York Times is well placed to observe the trends in the newspaper industry. There is undoubtedly excitement and -of economics and asking how knowledge is produced and circulated.
Although we see superb stories about regulation and the plight of workers to economics. John Cassidy (2010) at the New Yorker has come closest to -fession. He thus takes sides on a (provincial) professional debate and does economics journalism calls for a renewal in personnel. My objection is that a cash-drained industry lacks the resources for such an overhaul. The crisis of print journalism today is of a magnitude more formidable than that faced by other businesses. Print journalism faces competition for There are new entrants to economics writing: economists are replacing 1 unlikely this new staff will lead an editorial takeover. I know of no economist who has abandoned a faculty post or a company job for a full-time media career. It is media tourism. 2 My brief objections on the possibilities of a new economics journalism - to accusations of misleading the press on the health of the American economy and the federal budget. Journalists had found the administration to be hiding escalating military expenses in the Vietnam War and dire economic prospects as a consequence. Economists were then implicated as servants of presidential power. The judgment of reporters was split: the the not-so-friendly reporter suspected economists of volunteering to do the misleading and the lying. The record shows us that getting behind the -nomics. 5 These are stories written to compete for the national section of metropolitan newspapers. They are written following the practices of
Fractals in Journalism
The binary of "economics as politics" and "economics as science" is a as the foundational element in a description of economics writing: within 7. The concept of fractals is promising for the social history of academic disciplines and Were we to abstract from such internal distinctions and compare economics stories published in the Times (joined by other metropolitan news-
The pattern emerging resembles a fractal because the politics/science binary exists not only within publications (such as the Times) and between newspapers and magazines but also in comparison across magazines (or newspapers). At this middle scale we might compare Fortune Business Week Bloomberg Markets. While Fortune was conceived to narrate Business Week the strongest contrast between the older-generation magazines and the 8 data) have always been "news" since the emergence of the trade papers in TV station have been added. 9 Business Week has been 10. It offers a much stronger brand of cheerleading. One economist in 1996 claimed that if life providing real-time tracking and commentary on the movements of the markets and their threatening regulators. Here there is no place for insinuations of politically tainted knowledge. 10 The binary of economics-as-politics or economics-as-science energizes journalists in their debates within publications and in competition My insight here is tentative. The answer lies in the context of contempoof C. P. Snow and his lecture on the "two cultures." Snow (1960) noted a growing estrangement in Western academia between the culture of scholars from the humanities and those from the sciences. The divergence (and for the natural sciences and its "science wars." Humanists value narraof economics-as-politics pays tribute to those values. Writers by training our polity and public conversation. Science draped in objectivity and neutrality promises to overcome the balancing of interests and ideologies that has long framed American -ent time is asking journalists for more economics-as-science and less economics-as-politics.
The distinction that Louis Uchitelle outlined for us is real and true. My comment argues that the binary economics-as-politics and economicsas-science has been the pattern of economics writing since the 1970s.
conviction that the vitality of economics writing lies in its fractal strucand matches our changing polity.
